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• Follow-on external funding proposals must be submitted through MCW. 
• Applicants cannot have peer-reviewed, national funding at the start date of the proposed ACS 

funding. Peer-reviewed funding includes grants from the NIH (except K08/K22-awards) or these 
external funding sources.   

• Applicants on a visa must provide doc

https://cancer.ucsf.edu/sites/cancer.ucsf.edu/files/2023-06/PRFundingOrgs508_v20230501.pdf
https://cancer.mcw.edu/researchers-and-clinicians/funding-opportunities
https://fcd.mcw.edu/?module=cc&func=pilotApp&rfa_cycle=2025ACS-IRG1&due_date=4/1/2025


           
If funded, this abstract may be distributed to the funding source and can be used in written 
correspondence with donors and interested parties. (200-word limit) 

• Response to Reviewers: (If applicable) Describe changes that have been made in response 
to reviewer comments. (1-page limit) 

• Specific Aims: State concisely the hypothesis to be tested and the specific aim(s) to be 
achieved during the one-year project period. (1-page limit) 

• Research Strategy (4-page limit): 
a. Background-Significance-Innovation (1-page limit) 
b. Approach (3-page limit) 

• Future Funding Plan (mandatory): Applications must include plans and a timeline for an NCI 
R01 or equivalent cancer-relevant grant submission. State the agencies, mechanisms and timing 
of planned future grant applications that will utilize the preliminary data produced under this 
ACS- IRG Pilot Award. It is required that the applicant state the tentative specific aims of the 
upcoming extramural grant application. (200-word limit) 

• Budget: Use budget template found on the Cancer Center webpage followed by a Budget 
Justification. Budget cap is $40,000 direct costs. No indirect costs are allowed. No faculty salaries, 
student tuition and fees, or equipment should be included. Faculty effort related to this award must 
be listed. Salary or stipend support for laboratory personnel, research associates, postdoctoral 
fellows, study coordinators, etc. may be included. Every budgeted item must be classified into a 
category (e.g., personnel, supplies). You are required to obtain a quote for Biostatistical services 
via iLab and reference the iLab quote # in the budget justification. Use of other MCW Cancer 
Center Shared Resources is encouraged; if CC Shared Resource usage is a component of your 
proposal, an iLab quote for services must be attached to the budget. Travel expenses will only be 
allowed when necessary to carry out the proposed research project. Any no-cost extensions will 
require review of the final report and prior approval by the ACS-IRG PI and CC Leadership. 

• Literature Cited: List only references pertinent to the proposed research. References do 
not count against the page limit. 

• NIH-format Biosketches (5-
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